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During this week the opera has attracted

th. f.;shion ililes ami the lovers of music,
l'«it two of the theaters have done roo-1
business because they presented plays that
were unusually attractive. One was the
National, where Mr. Heme's "Shore Acres,*'
in sovne respects the best American play
written, eelighttd large audiences, and the
other was the Columbia. where Mr. Roland
Heed and his company furnished clean
an 1 wholesome fun. though of the farcical
order, to people who filled the theater at
every performance.
Next week two plays new to the city

will be presented."Cufhberland "til" at the
I^if.iyette. .m.I "What Happened to Jones"
at the National. The Columbia will also
present a new attraction in the representa¬
tion of the "I'assion Play," through the
medium of the cinematograph, accompa¬
nied with a descriptive lecture by Prof.
K.i' ey. This is the second city visited by
this representation, the first having been
Philadelphia, where it created the greatest
interest not only among students of biblical
literature and the religious community
generally, but with the public at large.

During the run of Cumberland. T.l. at the
FY>urte« nth Street Theater. New York,
the re was an it ci.lent not down on the pro¬
gram. In the scene of the burning of the
bridge and forest Edgar L. Davenport and
Charles t'raig have a hand-to-hand fight
on the bridge. During the fight Mr. Daven¬
port trUs to throw the old Kentucky moun¬
taineer off the bridge and Into the ravine
below, but does not succeed. Davenport
gave Craig a harder fight than usual, afid
actually threw him off the bridge and into
the ravine The spectators cheered, bui
Sir. Craig was not so enthusiastic. He re-
* el* ed a bad shaking up and numerous
bruises on his arms and legs.
If man were "Judged by his works,**

Geo. H. Proadhurst would be a round and
jovial individual, wreathed In perpetual
smiles an.l given to firing off witticisms
with the rapidity of a Catling gun. Hut in
point of fact, the real Broadhurst. the au¬
thor of happenings to "Jones" and the do¬
ings of "Mr. Wright." Is a rather solemn,
bespectacled individual. Intensely sensitive
and shy as a rural bridegroom.
In pjint of fact, there is no public char¬

acter v. Mich is the subject of more frequent
speculation than a dramatic author. Hav¬
ing witnessed the product of his ;>en, the
spectator is filled with curiosity as to what
sort ot' a looking individual the author
really Is. Some look upon an author with
no slight degree of contempt, and others
with admiration, but they all agree in be¬
lieving him to be something different from
the generality of people: and it is remark¬
able with what greediness they attend to
any littN anecdotes which they can pick
up concerning his life anil conversation.
He is. indeed, a kind of ideal being, of
which people conceive very different no¬
tions. By some he is suiqiosed never "to
stir out of the garret." as in the good old
days, to Wear a rusty black coat, soiled
linen. darned stockings and to be in per¬
petual v.ant of all necessaries, as well .as
the conveniences in life, while others re¬
gard him as a creature superior to the rest
o.' mortals and endowed with something
more than reason. One party, therefore, is
snrpris*<1 to see him walk abroad and ap¬
pear as well dressed as other people: and
another is disappointed when it finds him
talk and act and fill the "office of life" no
better than any other individual in this
"work-a-dav world." In short, authors ar»

rarely, in th' 'r outward aspect, at all like
what one might -uppose from their works.
Hoyt is fun-real. Du Soui het sphinx-tike
and P.ro.idhurst coy and backward.

GRAND OPERA..The closing perform¬
ance of the grand opera season at the La¬
fayette Siuare < >pera House last night at-
tracte 1 the largest and most brilliant audi¬
ence of the week and in spots the interpre¬
tation of Gounod's "Faust" was in keeping
with the audience. "Faust" Is wonderfully
popular, for Goethe's charming story Is set
to exquisite melody, which never palls upon
the ear. It affords opportunity for great
lyric as well as dramatic ability, and calls
for at least five artists of the first rank.
One seldom hears that numlier In the cast
cf ' Faust." and last night only brought out
three-fifths of the actual requirement, but
those three were great in thtir respective-
parts.

First, of course, was Melba. whose per¬
fect voice is eminently fitted for the bril¬
liant music of Marguerites role. Techni¬
cally it is perfect in its tone, its purity, its
flexibility and its power. It is tho most
marvelous piece of mechanism ever put in
a woman's throat. There is no vocal em¬
broidery or pyrotechnics of which it is not
capable, and its volume soars clear and
true above chorus and orchestra in the
fortissimo ptssages. Mme. Melba's weak¬
nesses are tem|K ramental. There Is no
sympathetic quality in her voice, and she
dazzles and bewilders the listener by Its
brilliancy and mechanical perfection, but
never touches his feelings by any subtle
power of sympathy or personal magnetism.
While something of this kind has been said
in The Star before In speaking of Melba,
It has perhaps never been put so plainly,
and In r deficiencies as well as her great ex¬
cellencies are especially brought to mind
now in the consideration of last night's
perfi rmance In "Faust."
Tl;ere never was but one perfect Margue¬

rite and that was Christine Nilsson. It
teems that she was especially created to
give tc- lovers of opera tJ»v highest interpre¬
tation of two parts parflcnlarly-Marguer¬ite and Mignon. True, she was great In
ether roles, but in those two shu was great¬
est. No one who ever saw her Marguerite,
with its perfection of vocalization, and its
Cramatlc power, will ever lie satisfied with
a lower standard of work Melha technical¬
ly sings the part in perfect form, but the
fej si r.- is lacking, and this deficiency is,
of course, manifested in her acting. Only
in the final trio lid she approach the exhi¬
bition of any feeling, and this numlier ex¬
cite.: th.- greatest enthusiasm of the eve-n-
lig. So continuous and . mpliatic was the
applause that it had to be repeated.

'. I "f the trio of great artists
heard last night was Campanarl. who sangValentine gloriously. This gentleman is
probably the most satisfactory baritone
now Upon the operatic stage. There are
those with bigger voices, but none with
an organ of richer, more virile tone or one
evidencing lietter cultivation. His aria In
the second act was given with such arlls-
tl finish and such magnetic effect that It
'woke the first spontaneous applause of the
evening, and he declined to take the encore
that was asked for. His dramatic powerIs also great, and his death sc.-ne In the
third act was g"«i with tragic force with¬
out belli* at all Theatric. He and Krauss
Were easily the most popular members of
the Damrosch-Ellis troupe.
lioudouresque, the Mephtstopheles. was a

(lev. comer, but he found favor from the
>rs: arid proved himself an artist. His
voice is rich and flexible, cantante rather
than prof undo, and he acted the part In ex-
cellent Style. Ibos, who made his debut in
this city as a tenor, was not an Ideal
"Faust." considered either from the music¬
al or the dramatic point of view. His de¬
livery Is uneven, and Its ujipei register Is
Weak, judging from his habit of gilding In¬
to falsetto. His "Salve Dimora," the piecede resistance of a lyric tenor, was given in
an unsatisfactory maimer, but he had the
discretion not to attempt the high C. Al¬
though Toronta waa advertised as Selbel,

the part was sun* by Matfeldt. who did the
best with it in her power, whieh was not
much. Viviani made an acceptable Wag¬
ner. and tht; chorus was good In some
places and uncertain in others. The Ker-
mess scene was never better done, but the
great soldiers" chorus was allowed to go by
with hardly a hand because of the lack of
precision with which it was sung. The
orchestra was under the direction of Mr
Jamrosch.

LAFAYETTE SQIARE OPERA HOVSE
Adroit stage management is involved in

one episode of "Cumberland *01," which
will be presented at Lafayette Square
t pera House for one week, commencing next
Monday. The problem of presenting a sen¬
sational fire scene without subordinating
emotional dramatic interest to the realism
has been solved successfully by Mr. Pitous
handling of it. This episode starts with a
picture by Homer Emmens that on dis¬
closure is applauded nightly. The view Is
along the windings of the gorge. In front
t.wiL ?.k above the stage is the
','h- ,w tJ a roadway leading to the
woods at lift and right. Beyond are scat¬
tered and uneven tops of trees that root in
the bottom of the chasm, and in perspec¬
tive are distant and more thickly wooded
sides. The gray of moonlight softens all
but the bridge and its approaches and
makes indistinct for a moment the face of
the old mountaineer, who. rifle in hand

^?"2«hiS.en,emy; ,°n the hero's approach
tne rilie is leveled, but shooting an un-
armed man is not. after all, to the moun¬
taineer s notion, and he casts aside his
weapon. The two men grapple. Jn their

e fire Is seen in the
chasm beyond, and while they wrestle it
Increases and approaches until its smoke

. B.£W envelopes them. At the moment
that the younger man fells his opponent
and reaches the other end of the bridge
the heroine.the sweetheart of the one and
the daughter of the other.begs that the old
man be saved. So. amid an excellent coun¬
terfeit of consuming flames. the hero drag*
his antagonist off the doomed structure.
Then lh. curtain falls and successive lift¬
ings of it disclose the structure in pro¬
gressive stages of consumption.

NEW NATIONAL THEATER..There is
no name upon which more indignity has
'Ken htaped. nor any name that has be>n
responsible for more that is bright, clever
and startling, than the dulcet name of
Jones. It Is doubtful, too. If there is any
cne edifice large enough to hold all the
Joneses there are in W ashington, in which
case the National Theater will be taxed
° 's V.V7!?st w;',h those who will want to
learn \\ hat Hirper.ed to Jones." Mr.
liroadhurst has onstructed a farce which
has run for three months in New Vork.

r >£Ceio SU<] as "What Happened to Jones"
.

y UP°" the peoP|e ther<' are in
hem. T hey must not only be good players
they must be farce players. This farce h is

mirabK- "rhii ,,u" requirements ad-
hoy are Geo- c- Boniface. 1r

Of orge^Ober. \\ m. Bernard, Reuben Fax
.V ' °pe- <-ecil Kingston, Harry Rose,Anna Belmont. Kathryn Osterman, Matti-

Ferguson. Florence Robinson. Mrs. E A
Ei-erle and Roso Stuart. The particularJones represented in this farce seems to
possess the Yankee versatilltv of being a

?ia>lnS °ar"s- '^Personating
a blshoD. and then exhibiting those touches
of emotion that are the zest of every fare-
for the truest fun is. in fact, that which
life's Wlth a ." Contr^t'Ts

Knx/xans;. ^vsss-s;deepest interest. not only by the generalpublic, but by clergymen and others inter-ested in the teaching of Hible history and

era.?r0mTh«" ?f rellK'"us education gen-
\ The impression somehow gotabroad hat this most sacred of subjects
was to be presented in dramatic form in

result ¦m!°m t' livin« Persons, and as a
risult Mr. Metzerott has had hundreds of
inquiries under this head during the oast

T.h,s.8,tor>' of "the world's sublimest
tragedy will not. it is needless to say be
presented by living persons, but it will be
gi\en by means of I.umlere's enlarged and
P^fected cinematograph, or "movfng p,c!tures .the very next thing, perhaps to
witnessing the "Passion Play" enacted bv
the simple, devout peasants of Horitz, in
the beautiful Bohemian forests The ab
sence of flesh and blood will only make
the conception more spiritual, and it will
certainly relieve it from any toucn of Ir¬
reverence. And """ thp P'ay will be there
AusCtrlar,aSm»reS Anted Ut 1,orl,z- called "the
Austrian Ober-Ammergau," silently Hash¬
ing before the audience, and showing in
. "u,e detail, with every figure and ges¬
ture and muscular movement perfect, "the
baptism of t hrist. "Christ blessing the
little children, the "resurrection of I az-
rus "Christ's entry into Jerusalem," "the
I-ast Supper, "Christ washing His disci¬
ples feet "Judas receiving the thirty
ni'ixtt ° K<,'hrlst 1,1 the Garden of
V e.s, Christ before Caiaphas," "Peter
denying Christ," "Christ before Pilate."

hrist before Herod," "scourging and
condemnation of Christ." "the way of the
cross, "the crucifixion." and so on to the
resurrection. In many of these pictures
from ''"' to 4(K> figures are seen moving es¬
pecially in that showing "the way of the
cross which will give to those who wit¬
ness il: a new significance of the passion of
tin Christians. Over 80,000 of these pic¬
tures were necessary to make the perfect
whole, and they were only secured after
the weary waiting of years. Prof. Ernest
Lacy, well known to literary men, and a

rlfT, , L^r a.nd educator, will come from
I riiladelphia to deliver a descriptive lec¬
ture. which is said to be a beautiful piece
of word painting. A large pipe organ is
being erected on the stage of the Colum¬
bia for the incidental music that will be
Played during the progress of the play
Afternoon presentations will be given
Thursday and Saturday. The prices have
been lixed as follows: Evenings, *1, 75
cents, no cents and Z"i cents; afternoons,
-. Cents and 50 cents. A distinguished
gathering of Washingtonians, including
many clergymen, will witness the first pre-
sentation Monday evening.

ACADEMY OF MlSIC.-The Academy
announces for Its attraction the coming
week the Rays In "A Hot Old Time " The
author of the comedy is Edgar Selden who
wrote MoKenna's Flirtations, in which
Barr> and Pay starred for seven seasons
also had a run of over 300 nights in New
\ork city. Mr. Selden's treatment of his
latest comedy, which is called his best, is
exhilarating and humorous, yet relined The
action is amazingly rapid and complications
follow each other in such quick succession
as to cause continuous laughter. The sit-
uatiobs are massed together so as to en¬
hance the Interest, and around them all is
an atmosphere of fun that is contagious
and decidedly comic. Each situation is so
excellently contrived that the merriment is
continuous. The Hays.Johnny and Emma

)>a\e parts that afford them ample scope
for their peculiar gifts of character por¬
trayal which have given them their repu¬
tation. Nothing funnier in their line of
work has been seen. Johnny Ray as Larrv
Mooney. Mrs. Emma Ray as Mrs Gen
Stonewall Ulazer. John C. Leach as Gen'
Blazer, Bernard Dyllyn as Alkali Ike Mar¬
shall and Nelson as the general s daugh¬
ters, In a cast of rare Individual and col¬
lective strength, are leading players The
other parts are in capable hands. The
comedy will be handsomely staged with
new scenery, costumes and electrical and
mechanical effects.

GRAND OPERA HOU3E.-There Is no

?tr<>nKer farce comedy on the road than
McCarthy s Mishaps," rewritten and ud

to date in every particular, which will be
seen at the Grand Opera House Christmas
week, with Barney Ferguson and Sam. j.

Ryan In the stellar roles, with the best
supporting company that has ever appearedin the piece. As a vehicle for the introduc¬
tion of a high class vaudeville performance,
and the display of fascinating and grace-
ful women, -McCarthy's Mishaps" takes a
place in the front rank of farce comedies,
Barney Ferguson and Sam. J. Ryan, the
comedians, whose reputation Is so well
known, whose antics of true comedy actingand witty sayings, evoke shrieks of laugh¬ter: Chas. Eastwood, in songs and bur¬
lesque dances; Murphy and Mack, the ec¬
centric duo, in'"Skeozies on the fence;" Lew
Spencer, the famous negro dialect comedian
and monologue artist, in melodies and
dances; Harry Norman, baritone; Car¬lisle sister; Cammilla Martin, the sweet-voiced soprano; Jas. W. Reagan, tenor;Steve Ferguson and others. Miss CammillaMartin is one of the most winsome and at¬tractive of vocalists, and has a repertoireof new ballads. The tenor singing of Mr.Jas. W. Reagan is said to excel any vocal¬ist, not only in vaudeville, but in lightopera, today.
KEKNAN'S LYCEUM THEATER..SamDevere's Own Company, one of the most

popular vaudeville organizations on theroad, comes to the Lyceum Theater nextweek. The list of entertainers, which in¬cludes a number of stars of the vaudevilleworld, is headed by Sam Devere, the or¬
iginal "Whistling Coon," who always has
something new, and the latest sensationfrom Paris, the beautiful Mildred Howard
De Grey, in her famous "barefoot passiondance." Other attractions are the Gles-
sando3, grotesque musical clowns, from the
Empire Theater, London; Prof. Parker and
his troupe of educated dogs, who have justfinished a seven years' engagement in Eu¬
rope; Johnson and Lean, a "warm" pair of
colored entertainers; Walter J. Talbot, the
California tenor; Pearl Halght, known as
the American Anna Held; Leonard and
Bernard, a sketch team; Byron ar.d Lang-
don, a pair of up-to-date funmakers; Rice
Brothers, in an original comic bar perform-
ance; Catheiyn Rowe Palmer, the best of
all contortion dancers; and an original farce
written by Sam Devere, entitled "Peep-
o'-Day Club," which is supposed to be the
name of one of the extremely numerous
social organizations of New York city.
Matinees Tuesday, Thursday and Xmas
day.
FANNY DAVENPORT..Fanny Daven¬

port will certainly be warmly welcomed at
the National Theater, where she appears
tiuring the week of Monday, December -7,
in Sardou's greatest efforts, "La Tosca,
"Fedora" and "Cleopatra." Her ambition
has always been lofty, her zeal is untir¬
ing. her enertry amazing and her audacity
and her generosity in the matter of mak¬
ing productions commend her to all who
have the best interests of the stage at
heart. Miss Davenport's productions Ktand
cf mparison with those made by Sir Henry
Irving, and she has clearly demonstrated
in more than one instance that she has
the taste, the capacity, the ability and the
wealth to out-do Paris. More than this,
Miss Davenport is a stage manager of rare
skill, eml she has not hesitated to attack
the tixt itself where she thought it weak,
and she has actually improved over the
vorks as they left the hands of the great
p'aymaker, and the result lias been a p"r-
fermarce that well nigh reaches perfection.
Miss Davenport will be supported by Me!-
bcurne MacDowell and a company of rare
merit. Sale of seats will begin Thursday
morning, December '£(.

"SECRET SERVICE."."Secret Service."
which will be presented at the Lafayette
Pquare New Year week by a company in¬
cluding its author, William Gillette, in th<?
leading role, comes backed by a record of
unequaled triumph, not only In New York
and Boston, but in London, where every
one who reads the dramatic news must
krow It created a prsltive sensation among
all classes, from the Prince of Wales down.
But Manager Charles Frohman Is too fa¬
miliar with the Independent anil Intensely
American public of Washington to count
on this fact alone to bring success to the
play In this city. The play tells a story of
Iravory and love and saerillces. The story
is based upon the intricate maneuvers
ar.d daring schemes of th? men In the
nr rthei n secret service The love interest
is centered about the romance of one of
these men. with the daughter of a confed¬
erate general, and the climax of the play
is said to be one of the strongest realiza¬
tions of the dilemma "twixt love and duty"that has ever been, presented In fiction or
drama.

"HUMANITY.".At the Academy New
Ytar week the great dramatic success,
"Humanity," with its elaborate scenic sur¬
roundings and thoroughbred horses anl
fox hounds, will ba presented for the first
time this season here. The play Is one of
great interest and strength, the comedy
being particularly well developed, and the
climaxes are most thrillingly worked out.
The cast is exceptionally strong, being the
same that appeared during the original
production in Boston last season, where it
tan for four weeks to crovyded houses. It
is sure to meet with large audiences dur¬
ing its engagemsnt in this city.
MISS VOCKEY'S RECITAL..The dra¬

matic and musical recital to be given by
Miss Ellen Vockey at the National Rifles'
Hall next Tuesday evening will be an en¬
joyable affair. Miss Vockey is known as
an elocutionist of decided ability, anil she
has lately returned from a successful pro¬fessional tour abroad. Among the reci¬
tations she will give will be one which was
especially written for her, "The Choice ofArms." in which she will appear In fencingcostume. Her work in this piece was high¬ly c» npllmented by the London press whenshe recited it at the Queen's Hall. The
musical portion will Include the TuxedoMandolin Club, Prof. W. Huber, pianist;Master Hunt, violinist; Misses McDade,Fannie Washington and Katherlne Wilson,vocalists. The proceeds will be devoted tothe poor of the District, and on this ac¬count also the attendance should be large.
PRINCETON GLEE CLUB..The con¬cert to be given at National Rifles' armoryThursday evening, December it, by thePrinceton University Glee, Banjo and Man¬dolin Clubs promises to be one of the mu¬sical events of the season. The Princetonclubs have always enjoyed a high reputa¬tion for musical excellence, and the clubsthis year are reported to be superior to

any that have represented Princeton onthe concert stage for years. James H.Caldwell of Titcsville, Pa., leads the Man¬dolin Club, which consists of seventeen in-
etruments. He has played In the Banjoar.d Mandolin Clubs ever since he has beenin college, and has turned out a club this
year which bids fair to surpass the linerecord established by previous MandolinClubs. Among the best selections renderedby the club this year are a pot-pourri fromthe pcpular opera, "The Geisha," and the
sextet from "Lucia dl Lammermoor." The
Banjo Club, consisting cf sixteen men, is
one of the best that has ever representedthe college. It is led by Clinton G. Wells
of Galveston, Texas, who was elected to
the position last spring, after playing In
the club since his freshman year. A med¬ley of the popular negro airs of the dayand Rosey's "Scorcher" are the favorite
numbers played by the club. The business
manager of the organization is Paul D.
Sleekly of Lakewood, N. J. Mr. Slockleyalso managed the freshman musical clubs
In his freshman year. The assistant man¬
ager Is Burrows Sloan of Philadelphia, amember of the Junior class. s

MR. HAY'S LECTURE..Mr. Edwin B.
Hay will hold the boards at the LafayetteSquare Opera. House touight with his lec¬
ture on "Switzerland and the Alps." The
lecture Is to be given for the benefit of the
new temple fund of the Knights Templarand under the auspices of Columbia Com-

.

mandery, No. 2, thlk, latter fact insuring:
at once an excclta*ce r attendance Mr.
Hay is an entertaining: tSlker, and will no
doubt give many reHi and interesting ideas
about thiis wonderful scenery. The lecture
is to be handsomely Ulustrated with a fine
series of stereopticon views. Prof. Leo
wheat, the well-known' pianist of iliis
city, will give a piano recital as a sort of
introductory to thedectttre.
DK. STAFFORD "oN> CITIZENSHIP..

Rev. D. J. Stafford^D.D., the best-known
orator and lecturer m thin vicinity, will de¬
liver a lecture on tHe subject "The Friii-
f,p,?10f American Citizenship" at the Co¬
lumbia Theater tomorrow night. The lec¬
ture is given under' the auspices and for
the benefit of John F. Reynolds Post, No.
G, Grand Army of tlie ttepublic, and will
attract general attention on account of
Dr. Stafford's well-lftiown ability as a lec¬
turer, the appropriateness of his subject
at this time, and the fact that it is given
for the benefit of a G. A. R. organization.
This field in the lecture world is not new
to Dr. Stafford, although he has confined
a great deal of his time to dealing with
Shakespearean subjects, and his admirers
will find much in his lecture to meet with
the sincere praise that he always obtains.

THE LYNDSAY COURSE..The Lyndsay
course of popular entertainments begins
rext M-onday evening, when the celebrated
author, F. Marion Crawford, will deliver
his new lecture, entitled "Leo XIII in the
\ atican." Mr. Crawford is so well known
that he hardly needs an introduction. His
works have made for him hosts of friends
everywhere, and those in Washington who
know him as a novelist will now have the
opportunity to meet one who has enter-
tained them by his pen. As a writer Mr.
Crawford has a style that is interesting;
always original and with the ability to
portray character In a vivid manner and in
a way that rivets the attention of tho
reader, he stands today probably the fore¬
most American novelist. Central Hall,
where the Lyndsay course is to be given,
is situated over the 9th street wing of the
Center market, with cars to the door, and
it has been arranged in a most comfortable
way for the patrons of this course. The
sale of tickets for Mr Crawford's lecture
opened yesterday with the indications that
a large audience will greet the lecturer.
Seats may be had at E. F. Droop & Sons',I ennsylvania avenue.

MARRIED WOMAN'S ACT.

CIinnKen That Sl.onl.l IK- Mn.Ie to
Secure KIkIXh II.,ih Wny».

To the Ktlltor of The Kvening Star:
The laws in force in the District of Co¬

lumbia are made up from nine separate
and distinct sources. The need of revision
has been frequently pointed out by The
Star, and no further argument is needed on
that point. In some of the most vital con¬
cerns of daily life our laws are a hundred
years or more behind the times.
The common law estates of dower and

curtesy have been abolished or modified in
a majority of the states of the Union; but
they still exist in the District of Columbia,
briefly stated, dower being the life interest
which a wife has in one-third of her hus¬
band s real estate, and curtesy the life in¬
terest which a husband has in his wife's
real pnopcrty under certain conditions. The
"married woman's acts" of 180'J and ism;
purport to give a wife complete control of
her property; but no one will lake the deed
of a married woman without her husband's
signature, nor is she generally accepted as
surety on a bond. The of June 1, ]MHi
accomplished nothin# fur married women
in this respect. Tn*isi>rfc of real estate
may be hampered iimhin way until dower
and curtesy are abolfehe*.
.Ul nt!', iV'wj il falherscoultf, by will, providethat his infant chii<$ be taken away lrom
its mother and give® Co a stranger. That
barbarous law, which permitted the most
cruel wrong which rouH be inflicted on a
mother, was enacted in Kjiio r|Ui-jIlK the
reign of the "Merry Monarch," Charles 11
1 "der the law of 1M* the mother has equal
rights with the fatlter in the matter of
guardianship; but the prevailing opinion is
that the mother should be preferred, espe¬
cially In case of small children
To remedy some of theid- feets in our an¬

cient patchwork of laws, I submit the fol-
lowing proposed bill, which explains itself:
A bill to abolish estates of curtesy and dow¬
er in the District ol' Columbia; to provide for
the custody of the |/eisu«» of children un-
ui r fourteen years of age; to regulate the
descent and distribution of th<- estates- or
intestates, and for other purposes.

"

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled:
Section 1. That estates of curtesy and of

dower are hereby abolished.
Sec. l>. Ally married woman mav convey

devise or bequeath her property, or any in¬
terest therein, without the consent of her
husband^and in the same manner as if she
were unmarried.
See. :s. Any married man may convey de-

Use or bequeath his property, or any in¬
terest therein, without the consent of his
wife, and in the same manner as if he wen-
unmarried.
Se^ 4. The mother is the natural and

proper guardian of the persons of her chil¬
dren under fourteen years of age. and her
rights as guardian shall be preferred to
those of the father and all other persona
whatsoever; unless the mother is shown by-
competent evidence In open court to be a
habitual criminal, a person of open an 1
notorious evil life and vicious character, or
a person of unsound mind, or unless said
mother has been divorced from the father
cf the children because of adultry commu¬
ted by her.
Sec. 5. When any person having title to

any estate, real or personal, not otherwise
limited by marriage contract, dies without
disposing of the same by will, said real and
personal property is succeeded to and must
be distributed, subject to the payment of
debts, in the following manner:

1st. If the intestate leave a husband or
wife and issue surviving, one-third of the
estate, real and personal, shall go to the
surviving husband or wife in fee simple
and the residue of the real and personal
property shall go to the surviving child or
children, or descendants of deceased chil¬
dren, the children taking equal shares
and the descendants of a child takiiig col¬
lectively the share which their parent
would have taking if living.
2d. If the intestate leave no husband or

wife surviving, the entire estate, real and
personal, shall descend and be distributed
to the children surviving and the issue of
deceased children, the children taking
equal shares per capita and the issue of
oeceased children taking per stirpes
3d. If the Intestate leave a husband or

wife surviving and no Issue, then one-half
of the real and personal property shall go
to the surviving husband or wife in fee
simple, and the residue of the estate shall
go to the next of kin In the older provided
for in the following paragraphs of this act
4th. If the Intestate leave no husband or

wire and no issue, then the entire estate
shall go to the father antl mother of the
intestate In equal shares; hut if the father
or mother be dead, all of the estate shall
go to the surviving parent of the intestate

,.th. If there be no issue, no husband or
wife surviving, no father and no mother
the entire estate of the Intestate -shall Ko
to his or her surviving brothers and sisters
in equal shares pePi capita, and to the
descendants of brothers and sisters who
are dead, said defendants taking per

Oth. If there be no Husband or wife livlne
and if none of the relatives above ©num¬
erated be living, the entire estate of the in¬
testate shall go to the 1 surviving grand¬
parents and the desoencitwits of deceased
grandparents; grand»*re»ts, male and fe¬
male, taking equal *hanps, and said de¬
scendants taking pelf;stirpes
7th If none of the relatives above named

be living and there fa na husband or wife
surviving, then the antira estate of the in
testate shall go to his oe her nearest sur¬
viving lineal ancestor* aad to the descend
ants of those deceased, 'ancestors of the
same degree, male arm feMale, taking equal
sUrpes

Sa'd d08cendunl3 taking per
8th. Relatives of tha half-bloofl shall In¬

herit In the same manner as those of the
whole blood In the same degree
Sec. 0. The provisions of this act shall an-

ply only to the District of Columbia
Sec. 7. All acts and parts of acts' Incon¬

sistent with the provisions of this act are
hereby repealed.

are

In drafting this bill I have made use of
some of the best features of the statute*
of the most progressive states of the Union
No preference is given to males in th,'.
bill. It is hoped that residents of the DIs
trlct of Columbia will give their favorableconsideration to thtv or some similar bill

ti,. .
Thomas w. gIlmer

Washington, D. C. December 14, 1807.

Indictments Reported!
The grand Jury ha« reported Indictments

against the following: John E. Reeves,Wm
Chase, alias Charles Talbert. Frank l! Tal-
btrt and John Lee, alias William Thomas
all for larceny; George Wood and Henry
Rldgelcy, bouh for ray*.

AMUSEMENTS.

Choral Society
First Congregational Church,

Cor. 10th and G Sts.
Annual Rendition of Handel's Mastenvork,

, Dec. 28, 1897,
8 O'CLOCK r.M.

Assisted hj
MMK. PR DIAZ ALBERTIM, Soprano.MISS FEILDINO ItOSELLE, Contralto.Mil. E. <\ ToWNE. Tenor.
MK. ERICSSON RUSIINELL. Bass.
MR. J NO. PORTER LAWRENCE. organist.

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF

Mr. Josef Kaspar.
RESERVED SEATS 50c., 75c. and $1.

Now on Sale at
JNO. F. ELLIS & CO., 937 PA. AVE.

del8 9t

HIS LIFE AND TRAV¬
ELS Illustrated lecturt

>a by REV. UlCllAltl) V.
WILLIAMS, TUESDAY. DECEMltEK 21. 8 P.M.,Trinity Parish llall, 3d st. and Ind. ave. n.v.
Over 100 views. Sacred music by Prof. Schubert's
Orchestra. Adrn.. 25c. N. H..This lecture was
posti>oned from Tuesday, 14th, because of inelein,
ency of weather. It*
sFlK ITl'ALISTS' IIAZAAH.DEO. 1G TO 22, AT
Masonic Temple, Otli and F sts. n.w.
THIS EVENING a splendid Musical Program.Annie May Bacon, pianist: Mrs. Gertrude Uurnes,vocalist; Miss Athalia Yenglln, cornet soloist;Miss Grace Homeu, accompanist.
Luncteons served today, 12 m. to 2 p.m., 15 cts.
Dinner served. 4:30 to G:30 p.m..25 cts.
Exhibition of Spirit Phenomena and sale of

Christmas Goods. D:«ncinj? this evening. Exhibi¬
tion of fancy dancing Monday evening by Miss
Virginia Luckelt's pupils. del5-6t

The
Lyndsay
Course
EVENING. Dec.20,
F. Manom

CENTRAL HALL.

Lecture,
"Leo
In the

10
CONCERTS

AM)
LECTURES,

*1.00.

Season tickets now

selling at Droop's.
Priced, $1, $2.50, $3.50.

Take Met.
cars to Door.

Electric

Single Nights Prices,
f«c., 05c., 75c., Re¬
served. del4-6t*

GRAND DRAMATIC AND .MUSICAL COSTUME
RECITAL,

FOR TIIE BENEFIT OF THE POOR.
AT TIIE NATIONAL RIFLES' ARMORY,TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21, AT 8,

BY ELLEN VOCKEY,
Amcriiin Tragedienne,Assisted liy the Tuxedo <Jullrtet, Prof. Chas.

Hufoer. Master Hunt, Miss Fannie Washington,
Miss Lulu McDade an>l Miss Kalhertue Heron.
Tickets, 51.*Xf, 5ltc. and 25 cts., for wile at

Droop's, Brcntauo's and Thompson's drug store.
delS 3t«

HEIR'S OF AILU LWli SYXE.

\olci IhhuoiI iih Money l»y C. and P.
Canal Company.

An interesting bit of past history of the
Chesapeake an<i Ohio Canal Company is
brought to light over the recent resurrec¬
tion of a number of bank notes issued by
the corporation in its early life, by its own
authority, which were circulated quite free¬
ly for a while and accepted as money, but
which wore subsequently repudiated by the
corporation and became worthless. The
notes are now valueless and are kept only
as reiics of by-gone days. The notes iirst
made their appearance in 1840. Some were
made payable in Frederick, Md., and others
in Washington. All Issues were payable on
demand, and bore interest, lio rate being
named, but six per cent being usually un¬
derstood.
Ail of the notes were signed by Francis

Tliomus, then president o£ the corporation,
and Thomas Turner, clerk, and were print¬
ed on bi!t one side, a blank space berng
left in each, in which the name of the own¬
er of the same was written. The notes
cculd be cashed by the owner or by any
bearer, and indorsements were not neces¬
sary on the back. The notes were issued
in the denominations of $10, $5, $1, lifty
"ents and twenty-five cents, anil were all
printed by Dunforth, Underwood 4c Co. of
New York.
The $10 note bore the engraving repre¬

senting a petition being presented to the
legislature of Alaryland by a committee,
with a ltoman head on each side of the
same. On the right side, extending clear
across the note, were the letters "Ten,"the background of each letter being a lto¬
man head surrounded with scroll work. On
the upper left-hand corner the denomina¬
tion oi the note in figures was engraved,and below this was a pastoral engraving.The lettering on the note was as follows:
"Frederick, Sept. 0, 18-10. No. 457, 11.

Nine months after date the Chesapeakeand Ohio Canal Company promises to pay
on demand, at their otlice at Frederick,
Md., to Jacob Markell, or bearer, ten dol¬
lars, with interest from date."
The $."> note bore a sketch of a set of locks

in the canal, viewed from a distance, with
a llgure representing agriculture in the
foreground. The lettering was the same aa
on the $10 note. On the central left end
was an engraving representing a farmer
driving cattle, and on the correspondingleft side was a scene of a farmer loading
a wagon with grain. The corners bore the
denomination of the note in Koman letters
and figures. The 50 cents and 25-cent notes
had a picture representing an Indian in a
canoe.
Some years ago some of these notes were

presented to the Georgetown oflice of the
canal company to be redeemed. The clerks
of the office never knew of such an issue of
stock, and were surprised to see them.
They were willing to take the notes and
frame them as relics, but were unwilling to
ledeem them at their face value. A dollar
note at present, it" paid, counting the in¬
terest, is worth about $4.4:2.

WOOLLY WESTERXEIl Ul/XCOED.

Experience Willi u Wagon Which
HeMenil>lr<l a I'rlHon \ nn.

"What kind of a town is this, anyway?"
s.iid a g?ntieman from the far west to a
Star reporter today. "They get unsuspect¬
ing visitors who have not been doing any¬
thing in the way of breaking any laws, so
far as is known, and start with them to the
station house by a method of transporta¬
tion resenvbling that of street cars."
On being asked what he menat, the vis¬

itor told the following hair-raising story:
"Well, say, that was the funniest bunco

game I ever went up against. I was going
up in the northwest section the other night,
to visit a friend, and as I did not knowthe
way I asked somebody to tell me how to
get there. 1 was told to take something.
I forget the name of the durned thing.and
that it would take me close to where I
wanted to go on ltlth street. It was a fun¬
ny name, one I had never heard before, but
I think it was an alias for the Black Maria,
patrol wagon, or prison van. I sized the
thing up all right, and climbed in the end.
The door shut to as I took my seat. I had
only had four or five drinks, and I know
that much could not have affected me.
"There was nobody in that thing but me.

X sat there, and the wagon kept moving up
the street. I called to the driver to let me
out at the proper corner, but he knew his
business and didn't pay any attention to
me. I began to think things were getting
pretty warm around there, and concluded
the best thing to do was to take a sneak.
I tried to push the back door open, but they
had provided for that all right. I couldn't
move it. This is where my early training
came in, and I didn't do a thing but bust
the blamed doors open, and out I went on
all fours. I was up again in a minute and
around the corner I went tiH I was way off
from that place.
"I managed to find my way back to my

hotel, but I ain't going to ride while I am
in Washington. Walkin' is good enough
for me, I rcckon, and you don't run so
many chances. I don't take any street
cars, either; there's no telling where they
may land you."
The visitor said he had been buncoed

once in OshkoSh, Wis., and be kept his
eyes and ears open whenever he same to
a large city. He was here in reference to
some government claim, he said.

If you want anything, try an ad. in The
Star. If anybody has what you wish, you
vill get ati answer.

AMUSEMENTS.
COLUMBIATHEATER
Beginning Monday Next.
Evenings at 8:15. Thursday aud Saturday after-

twitw at S.

TOUR OF~THE" WORLD.
The Austrian

Qfoerammergau CompanyPresents "the World's Subliaiest Tragedy,**

As Given*by the Devout Peasants of Iloritx, in
the Itoltfmian Forests.

Reproduced in "MOVING PUT! RES" by IX-MIERE'S PERFECTED i 'I NKM ATtH ill Al'Il.
Accompanied l»y Mush'.

Direction of 1>R. W. W. FREEMAN.
DESCIUITIVE LECTI ItE BY

PROF. ERNEST LACY.
Prices: Evenings, 25c. to $1.00. Afternoons, 25c.

and 50c.

SOME OPINIONS OF TIIE PHILADELPHIA
PRESS.

"There was something so extraordinary, so
unearthlj*, so fascinating in the strange, si¬lent pictures, with their moving, yet voice¬
less, crowds, that the absence of flesh and
blood only made the conception more spir¬itual, and relieved it from any touch of irrev¬
erence.".Ixnlrrer.
"The most notable, an»l certainly the most

noble, use to which that marvelous Intention
has yet been put. . . . It was a demon¬
stration, indeed, of the wonderful possibilities
of this magic life phott»graphy. and proved to
be an ment which will remain ever mem¬
orable in the recollections of all who wit¬
nessed the realistic spectacle.".Record.
"No words could bring before the mind with

like accuracy the scenes depicted.".Star.
"An attraction of general interest, ami pro¬foundly so to church-goers of all denomina¬

tions.
*

The most perfect moving pictures. . . reproduce with remarkable accuracyami living realism the scents of this play us
depleted by these devout peasants.'*.Tiroes.
"Extraordinarily interesting and impres¬sive. . . . The most extensive and Im¬

portant development of the moving pictureidea that has yet been accomplished.".North
American.
"When the i»atient figure of the lKMind

Christ brought before Pilate, and surrounded
by a menacing mob, api»eared . . . the
awful significance of the mimic production of
the world's sublimest tragedy fell upon the
audience.'*.Telegraph.
It

ALL NEXT WEEK.
Wednesday and Saturday Matinees.

GEO. H. BROADHURST S ROARING SUCCESS,

"lK-karat comedy
without a flaw."
.N.Y. Telegram.

"'You'll laugh till the tears
roll down your cheeks."

.Alan Dale.

tyJii "Such plays are
godsend*."

Alan Dale.

TUB SAME COMPANY THAT DELIGHTED
113,460 PEOPLE IN NEW YORK.

Geo. C. Boniface. Jr., Geo. Olier. Win. Bernard.
J. W. Cope, Reutx pax. Cecil Kingston, Harry
Rose, Anna Belmont, Kathryn Osterman. Mat tie
Ferguson, Mrs. E. A. Elwrle, Florence Robinson,
Ruse Stuart. Flora liedden.

WEEK OF
MOND;Avn" December27,

FANNY

0 IN
"La Tosca."

9t

Supported by MELBOURNE MACDOWELL, In

SARDOlS
MONDAY and
WEDNESDAY,

TUESDAY, u
DEC, 28,

THUR., FRI., SAT. a
MAT. and NIGHT,

SALE OF SEATS
THURSDAY MORNING, DEC. 23, AT 8:30.
It

Lafayette Sq. Opera Moose.
? J. W. Albaugh. Manager.

Nixon & Zimmerman, Directors.

Commencing ilorsday, 0e=
cemfoer 20.

Special Christmas Day Matinee.

Regular Wednesday Matinee.
AUGUSTUS PITOU'S PRODUCTION,

66 99Ciuimiberflaiinid, '61
By Franklin Fyles.

Presented with careful attention to detail.

CCD THE SUPERIOR ORIGINAL CAST.
OlUlLi T1!E PERFECT SCENIC EFFECTS.

Dhect from New York after its run of fifty
nights. The cast comprises John E. Kellerd,
Edgar L. Davenport, W. J. Ferguson, Frank Ix>see,
Charles G. Craig. Liorel Barrymore, S. K. Ches¬
ter, Richard Malchien, Alviu Drehle, Richard Web¬
ster, Florence Rockwell, Amelia Summerville,
Yiola Black, Millie Sackett.

MATINEE PRICES -Orchestra, 75c.; Balcony,
50c.; Family Circle, 25c.
EVENING PRICES.25c. to $1.50.

Week off Dec. 27.
Matinee. ^Adoffdij: and Now Year*. Day.CHARLES FKOHliAN I'RKSHNTS

6 6 (

SERVICE."
THE GREAT NEW YORK AND LONDON

SUCCESS.
Produced here with the entire original cast.Including:
Wm. Gilktet........ "Lewis Dumont"
Seats on sale Thursday. Dec. 23. It
MEW NATIONAL THEATEIt.

Every E»*eniog and Saturday Matinee.iiiKi.ii
IX HIS BEACTIKCL I"LAY,

SHORE ACRES.
Xnrns Week.Seat. now wiling, »

What Happened to Jones.
It

ACADEMY. ropuLAR PRlCES.

LDBt T!me in Thl« City at Popular Prlria,

TWO LITTLE
.Next Week.
THE KAYS. IX

"A HOT OLD TIME."

AMCSEMEXTS.

A C A D E n V^1* poptlar prices. U
CHRISTMAS WEEK.

MATINEES WEDNESDAY AND SATI RDAY.
TifE BLAZING LIGHTS OF I-U'CHTER,

THE RAYS
a

OC©'?
QDILCD

irv^rF>

IX
All star ciint:

Johnny Ray.
Emma Ray.

Bernard Dyllyn,
Frank I«nlor.

Marshall and Nelson.
John C. Leach.
Josie Claflin.

Pcarle Alexander.
Gilbert Girard

And
16 others. 16

Largest and Costliest Faroe Comedy of the Year.
Gorgeous Costumes. Entrancing Specialties,

Magnifli ent Scenery.
Next J WM. A. BRADY'S PRODI'CTIOSC,At traction "Hl'MAXITY. * *

It

BY
edgar selik>X.

(MMfm isj|yjyu
KERNAN A KIKE. MANAGERS

'
MATINEES WEI»XESI*AY AM. .WHS PAY.

Week off Dec. 20.
Popular Prices.

THE COMEDIANS,

:V SAM I
FERGUSON fil RYAN,

In the Excruciatingly Comical Fim Comedy,

MCCARTHY'S
MISHAPS.

EVERYTHING XEW AND CP To DATE.
. Siipjmrted by the

HIGHEST SALARIED COMPANY OF VAl'D&V1LLE ARTISTS EVER SEEN IN
KAIU-E COMEDY.

Next Week MINNIE MADDKKX FISKE It"TESS OF THE li l lgtK.kVIU.KS It

Only Eight More Days

The Boograph
AT

WILLARD_HALL.
Christmas Day
Positively the Last.
del7-2"d

SPIRIT!"ALISTS* BAZAAR-DFX\ ]« TO 22 Al)Masonic Temple. 9th and F sts n w.
THIS EVENING the one-act comedietta, cn«titled "A Fair Encounter."
Tomorrow EVENING a splendid MusicalProgram.Aunie May Bacon, pianist: Mrs. Ger¬

trude Kurnes. vocalist; Miss At halls Yenglln,cornet soloist: Miss Grace H-imeu. accompanist*luncheons served dally. 12 tn. to 2 p.m.. 15 ^ts.Dinners served daily, 4:30to6:3o p.m. 25 -tsiExhibition of Spirit Phenomena and snle ofChristmas Goods. Dancing every evening dl5 Gt

MR!®! IMHYERSITY
Qiee, Banjo and

Mandolin Club's Concert,
NATIONAL RIFLES' ARMORY,

TTliaQDDBSnMM, [0[E©o
AT 8:15 P.M.

Seat* on sale at Dnx.p'a, U25 I'a. av. riw. and*'. del6-7t

COLUMBIA.] JSr-Rsi
Roland Reed, with the Ft ronpest support

and the Severest farce-comedy of hib stel«
lar career kept a larg.« audience laughing
for two Injurs and a hulf at the Colurnbin
last night.-THE POST.

9
Accompanied by Miss ISADORE RUSH and Hi*

Excellent Company, iu

"The Wrong ilr. Wright,"
Was as balmy arid mirthful as the zephyrs
that *»lay over the blue waves at Old Point
Comfort, where the "Wrong Mr. Wright"
disports himself in such a tide of humorous
situations and witty lines the audience is
tempted to call on the life-savers to rescue
them from laughter. -THE TIMES.

Next Week.The Wonderful Moving Pictures ag
"THE PASSION PLAY." del3-6t

Rev. D. J. Stafford, D. D.a
WILL LECTURE AT

GBdDILQD[ifflGBO£\ TTCfltEOTtEtR
SUNDAY EVENING. DEC. 19, 8 O'CLOCK.

SUBJECT,
THE PRINCIPLE OF AMERICAX-jCITIZEXSHIC^

For the benefit of
JOHN F REYNOLDS POST. NO. 6,

Department of the Potomac,
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.

Admission, 60 cents. Reserved seals. 76 centfl
and $1. On sale at the box office. dei3-6t
RAND OPERaTIK U SE.

KERNAN A RIFE. Managers.
MATINEES WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY.

WEEK OF DECEMBER 13
The Great Nev. Yorl- Success. 4 months crowded"

houses and delighted audiences.

M

See the Great Thrilling and Realistic Gun Scene.
"The great gun scene succeeds in bringing down

the hous* eve-y eveuing.".New York Sun.
A Superb Production. Popular Prices.
Next Week.MCCARTHY'S MISHAPS. dcl3-0t
ERNAN'S LYCEl M THEAT ER.

AU This Week.
Matinees Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

A Glittering Aggregation of Beauty and Humo%

w&raow mm
MRILESCIXIPIEflBSa
Next Wwk SAM DEVERE'S OWX COMPANY,
il<-13-6t,lS

EXCURSIONS, ETC.
ELECTRIC TRAIN SERVICE, BLOCK SYSTEM,
For Mount Vernon and

"Arlington.
Ststion. 13% st. and Penn. are. For *lme tabla

see railroad column. dell-lm.8

j^orfolk <& ^^asfliington
Steamboat Co.

Every day in the yesr for Fortress Mouros,
Norfolk. Newport News and all points soutb
by the superb powerful steel palace steamers

w. "Newport News," "Norfolk" and "Wushing-
ton" on the following schedule:

Lv.Washington.7:00 p.m. Lvi.Portsmouth.5:30p.m.
Lv.Alexandria..7:30 p.m. Lv.Norfolk 6:10 p.m.
Ar.Ft. Monroe..7:00 a.m. Lv.Ft. Monroe..7:20 p.m.
Ar.Norfolk 8KM) a.m. Ar. Alexandria. .6:«0 a.m.
Ar.l*ortsmouth..S:15 a.m. Ar.Washington.7 :<*» a.m.

Tickets on sale at MS. 619. 817, 1421 Penn.
ave.. B. and O. ticket office, cor. 15th st. and

. N. Y. ave.. and on hoard steamers.

. IDTFor further information apply nt B*»prftl
odices, 7th st. wharf.Wssh'n. D.C. 'Phone 760.

del-2Sd JNO CALLAHAN. General Manager.

For Arlington, Fort Hyer
and Falls Church.Take
the F st or Fenna. ave. cars.and
the electric cars at Aqueduct bridge
asT-ia,U


